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Some Basic Facts

History of population growth
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1-1800 AD, population
growth was almost flat.
In early 1800s, world
population reached 1
billion for the first time.

Then for the next 200
years, world population
growth rose sharply,
with the total reaching
6.5 billion today.

During the same time
periods, world average
income level, instead
of falling, also rose
sharply. Why?



Some Basic Facts

World population by continent
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Rising population:
Asia, Africa, Latin
America (slightly)

Falling population:
Europe (a lot) and
North America

(slightly)



Some Basic Facts

World population today
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Some Basic Facts

Fertility rate has been declining in every continent
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Some Basic Facts

Fertility rate declines with rising income
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Total Fertility Rate vs. GDP per Capita, 2004
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Play fertility and

income dynamics

at Gapminder.com.




Population growth trend

Figure 3. Average annual rate of change of the population of the world and major
development groups, 1950-2050 (medium variant)
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Some Basic Facts

The consequence of falling fertility: Ageing in developed countries




